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BOOK DIGITAL INSTALLATION EVENT SPACE

1. Startedin Fall 2018 => Summer 2019
2. 10 students, 9 undergrads + 2 grads
3. At Coastal Carolina University (Conway, South Carolina - near Myrtle Beach)
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Today

About the Athenaeum Press
Project Proposal

Process

Product: Book & Digital Experience
Negotiations/Lessons Learned
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Arts and Humanities Global Experience (AHGEP) Workshops at
Goldsmiths, University of London

Mijke van der Drift (Project Impact: The
Personal as Critical and Ethical Methodology)

Neda Genova (Project
Impact: Shifting Locational /Regio-
nal Historiographies)

Oana Parvan (Project Impact: Politico-
Aesthetics)

Gitanjali Pyndiah (Project Impact: Poetics of
the Marginalized)

Jay Bernard (Project Impact: Archival
Aesthetics as Revolutionary Strategy)

"Non-Normative Ethics: Trans as Refusal and
Escape”

"Postcommunist Surfaces: The Case of Sofia"

"Looking At and Interacting with 'The Arab
Spring'"

"Sonic Resonance of Homing in Tongues"
"Surge and/or Silence?"



Context and Impetus for the AHGEP Proposal to
the Athenaeum Press (Spring 2018)

TRANS* IS NOT A MONOLITH
THE SOUTH IS NOT A MONOLITH

Even as there is an increasing level of trans* awareness in national
and global conversations about identity and rights, trans*
individuals remain on the peripheries of communities, their bodies
rendered paradoxically visible and invisible, their voices subsumed
into broader political conversations about gender and sexuality. The
fundamental purpose of the project is to present trans* individuals’
nuanced voices and diverse histories in terms of their personal
experiences of belonging and unbelonging, and of being and
becoming themselves within their local and regional communities in
the Carolinas. In the process of our critical making, we hope to bring
about thoughtful conversations among trans* and non-trans*
students, faculty, staff, and members of the regional community.
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Some of What We Read Together

» Beatriz Preciado, "The Pharmaco-Pornographic
Regime: Sex, Gender, and Subjectivity in the Age of
Punk Capitalism"

* Marquis Bey, "The Trans*-ness of Blackness, the
Blackness of Trans*-ness"

 (Carolyn Cooper, "Sweet & Sour Sauce: Sexual
Politics in Jamaican Dancehall Culture"

 (Gloria Anzaldua, "How to Tame a Wild Tongue"
* Mosireen, "Revolution Tryptich"

* Felix Guattari, "Machinic
Heterogenesis." Chaosmosis: An Ethico-Aesthetic
Paradigm

 Jay Bernard, Surge

#ACH2019 #SF2 @athenaeum_press




Interview Process

Who to interview?
Start with trans voices

1st Circle 2" Circle 31 Circle
Trans Family Doctors
Gender non- Friends Professors
conforming Allies Religious \
Leaders
Police
Teachers

Counselors
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Voices from the Project: Trey

| actually moved out to LA for a year, because | just wanted to get
completely away from The South and find like an area...opposite of all the
judgement and kind of stuff here. What | found in being out there—I mean
there was definitely work to do out there, but | feel like | was really called
back to be in The South. To be like, “This is where more stuff needs to
happen. This is where there’s less people who are understanding of who
trans people are, who LGB people are. There’s a lot more need for the
education, and a lot more need for the supportive space.” So, there was a
part of me that when | was out there that was like, “I feel like I'm needed

back in North Carolina more than I’'m needed here. To do this work.”




Voices from the Project: Dawn

So, my perceptions of The South: | do feel like it's a more kind and gentle
type of place as compared to Detroit city. However, | also feel like it's
harder to be who you are. | do feel like up North people can be more in
your face. Maybe even more prejudice in your face, but maybe here more
prejudice behind closed doors. So, | deal better with in your face,
because at least you f***ing know where you stand. | deal better with
that, but do | want to see my son go through that? No. I'd rather it be

behind closed doors, because | will go to jail. | will hurt somebody. Legit.




Voices from the Project: Ina

Again, speaking as an ally, my experiences are different. | know that.
But | like to compare it to my self identification as a feminist. When |
step off campus as a feminist, | do feel uncomfortable most of the
time. Obviously, there’s a big difference. | usually don’t feel any fear

for my safety usually, unless it’s in my identity as a woman.




Interviews to Stories

e 26 Interviews
* Transcribed + Reviewed
* Find Themes

* Draft, Revise, Draft, Revise
» Send to Interviewee for Review ;oo v
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TRANS VIEWS

TRANS DAY OF VISIBILITY PANEL

|

Creating
Spaces for
Conversation

DAVE ROSSI

Y
JULIE SINGLETON XAN LUTSKY
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Structure of the Book
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5 Chapters:
e Growing Pains
* Open Arms
Family Oriented
Taking Names
Status Update
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Trans/South Book

Beach,”“in the program,” or even “in AA.” Veronica came out to him anyway. “Oh, well,
you're just like such and such who was here five years ago.”

ma,uzw»-a?u&o MM,MW,A&%,

As she learned to live as herself, Veronica co-founded a support group “for people to
fter waiting and trying to figure everything out, Trey realized “No, that’s not what I
lieve about God. That’s not what I believe spiritually. This is just who I am.” He came

it to his mother. She was very upset, but not enough to kick him out. She told him, “I
ve you. I don’t agree with it, but I'm always gonna love you.”
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rey moved out to Los Angeles “to get completely away from the South.” It only lasted a
ar. There was work to do in California, but the South kept calling him. He felt that the
uth was “where there’s less people who are understanding of who trans people are, who
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Embodied Spaces Digital Installation
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Inspiration

PIECES OF In the SHOWER ROOM, where

women slip behind curtains,
HERSELF e T e Ch ) - || e ] e [ e in perfect synchronicity, to
Reposition them as you like.
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Choices and Challenges
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of spots in Myrtle Beach—, th
worry for the worst. He feels

Deep South, “surrounded by |
And unlike the University, th
transpeople and genderqueer

against in the world outside o
LGBTQIA community, one o
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Moving Forward

* Permission Forms that respect identity
 Extended timelines for iteration

* Multiple products for interviews

* Public process events

e . _ _ Thank you!
* "Flipping the recorder” for interviews To learn more about this project:

Visit: ccu.press
@athenaeum_press
facebook.com/athenaeumpress




